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EpHESIANS IV. 11, 12. 


He gave ſome, Apoſtles: and ſome, 
Prophets: and ſome, Evangelifts : 
and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers; for 
the perfefling of the Saints, for the 
work of the Miniſtry, for the edify- 
ing of the Body of CHRIST. 


zu Apoſtle in the laſt of 
E theſe Verſes repreſents to us 
ie different States and Cha- 


45,0) 


Building: The natural Body 

paſſes thro' the ſeveral 
Stages of Infancy, Childhood and Youth, be- 
fore it arrives at Maturity, or the Age of a 
perfect Man. In the firſt of theſe Verſes he 
tells us, That CHRIST had provided Nurſes, 
Maſters and Tutors, to take Care of it, till by 
A 2 their 
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The Diſtinction of 


their Help it ſhould be brought to ſuch a State 
of Maturity, as that of a full grown Chriſtian, 
till all the Members of this Body were knit to- 
gether, and united in one common Belief and 
Knowledge of the Son of Go p, that is, in a 
true Underſtanding of Chriſtian Religion. 
That theſe Nurſes, Maſters and Tutors, were 
the Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors aud 

Teachers: That CrrisT had given the Faith- 
ful theſe different Officers, for the Work of the 
Miniſtry ; that they might miniſter to them 
in ſuch Things as they wanted ; ſome of them 
by giving Milk to fuch as were Babes in 
2 to ſuch as had made little Proficiency 
in Chriſtian Knowledge; to others of riper 
Underſtandings he had provided Miniſters of 
a higher Rank, Apoſtles and Prophets; whoſe 
Gifts qualified them for affording them ſtrong- 
er Meat, and thereby for perfecting the Saints 
or Faithful, and putting the laſt Hand to this 
building the Church of CHRIS T, the other 
Image under which he repreſents the whole 
Community of Chriſtian People, when he 
tells us, CyrisT had provided all theſe Work- 
men. Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts and Teachers, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, which he tells us, 
was for the Edifying or Building up the Body of 
CnrisrT ; till ſuch time as the Members of that 
Body were all united, Fewih and Gentile Con- 
verts, in one Belief ; and by that Means ſhould 


re- 


LES 


there were Chriſtians in Leading-ſtrings, who 
muſt therefore be taken care of; has provided 


its Members with Paſtors and Teachers, with 
Perſons to inſtruct them how they ought to 
walk, and to bring Wanderers into the right 


Way. There is a Se among us, who think 


they want none of this Care which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, there being no Babes among them, 
and therefore no Need of Nurſes or Teachers, 
they being all taught of GoD, and if there was 
any Uſe of Teachers, there could be none of 
ours, becauſe they ſay, human Learning, which 


we lay ſome Streſs upon, is not at all neceſſary 
for a Preacher of the Goſpel ; They will not 


allow that Go p ever conſtituted any ſeparate 


Goſpel-Offices, for that the Gifts of the Sp 1- 


RIT were to be in common among Chriſtians ; 


therefore no different Orders of Men, nor any. 
Set of Men that were to be Church Officers 


excluſive of others. And therefore they find 
fault with us, and not only with us, but with 
all the Churches of the World for ours and 


their Practice of calling Perſons to the Mini- 


„ | 
| SHALL therefore beg Leave to ſhew, 
| | \ J. Taar 
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IL Taar there were from the Beginning of 
Chriſtianty diſtinct „ e by which 
the Minifters of thoſe Offices were diſtin- 
-guiſhed, not only from the reſt of the Church, 
but alſo. from one another, | 
II. Tx ar thoſe who had theſe Goſpel- Offices 
were appointed to them by Man as well as 
by the Se1k1T, altho! their Miſſion be truly 
\ aſcribed to CHRIST, when 'tis ſaid, He 
gase ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, &c. Or, 
That an external Vocation was always requi- 
red before anyPerſons were admitted to ex- 
erciſe their internal Gifts as ſtanding Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel. 19 


III. Taar ſuch an Appointment by Man to Ge- 
n is become more neceſſary nom, 
lan it was in the Apoſtolical Times, while 
the miraculous Gifts of the Hory Ghost 
were beſtowed upon Chriſtians. 


IV. Tyuar Human Learning is juſtly now 
made a Part of the Rule by which the 
Church governs itſelf in judging the Fitneſs 
of Perſons any Goſpel Offices, viz. for 
perfecting the Saints, for the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry, for edifying the Body of CHRIS r. 


„ This 
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| 1. Mw bebe re the Beginning of 
Chriſtianity diſtinct Goſpel Offices, by which 
the Miniſters of thoſe Offices were: diftinguiſh- 
ed, not only from the reſt of the Church, but 
alſo from one another. If it ſhould'ſeem 
needleſs to prove ſo plain a Propoſition be- 
fore this Vene rable and Learned Audience ;yet, 
1 Po the flouriſhing State of a certain Sect 
us, too much diſregarded, may paſs 
for ſome Excuſe, if 1 ſhould throw in my poor 
Thoughts with this honeſt Deſign of prevent 
ing any of Qur Communion from going ov rr 


to them, which J hope may be done, af Ican 


ſbew that they cannot rejett a Goſpel Mini- 
ſtry divided into diſtinct and ſeparate Offices, 
without condemning our preſent Sett of Cano- 
nical Books of Scripture, as unfaithful Re- 
cords of Chriſtian Religion, and ſubſtituting 
in their Place ſome Dictates of the Hox r Spl- 
nir very different from thoſe with which he 
inſpited''the Church in the Apoſtolic Times. 
And this, I think, may be plainly proved, not 
only from the different Names that are given 
in the written Mord to ſuch as exerciſed what 
[ call Goſpel Offices , but alſo from the diffe- 
rent Powers aſcribed to ſuch Perſons as had 
thoſe different Names or Title... 

Tu E Matter of Fact asitherfacred: Weiters 
have told it us, was thus: While our-Sa- 
VIOUR continued upon Earth, he had 4 2" 

iſci- 
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Diſciples, or peculiar Attendants, whom he 
ſent thro' Paleſtine to prepare his Countrymen 
for receiving the Goſpel. One of them prov- 
ing a Traitor to his Maſter, the reſt ſubſtitu- 
ted another in his Place. In the Hands of 
theſe Twelve Perſons the whole Burden of 
making Converts, and inſtructing ſuch as were 
already made, ſeems to have reſted for ſome 
ſhort Time; after the Number of -Converts 
was increaſed by two Sermons of St. Peter's, at 
one of which about Three thouſand, at the 
other about Five thouſand embraced the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, we find by the Writer of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, that other Perſons, of whom 


Ads vi. tis ſaid, They were full of the HoLy GrosT, 


to the Number of Seven, were taken in to re- 
lieve them in one Part of their Miniſtry, viz. 
the taking Care of the Poor. Theſe were di- 
ſtinguiſned both by Name and Office from the 
Twelve, theſe being called Deacons, the other 
Apoſtles ; theſe. being to miniſter to the Relief 
of thoſe Poor whom the Apoſtles had converted: 
Soon after, we find at a Council held at yu: 
ſalem, that thoſe who had the Care of the 


Church upon them, were diſtinguiſhed from 


each other, and from the Community of Chri- 
ſtians, by the Style and Title of Apoſtles and 
_ Elders; no one can doubt whether there muſt 
not have been ſome Diſtinction between Apoſtles, 
and Elders, and Brethren, otherwiſe Fm 

een 
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no ground for diſtinguiſhing themſelves by 
ſuch different Appellations in their ſuperſcrib- 4 
ing the Decrees of that Council; and then I 1 
ſhould want to know, what could occafion 0 
this difference in Titles, unleſs there were ſome gz 
difference in their Offices and Employments, and - | 

} 


that the Brethren were ſo called, becaule they 
had no Office in the Church of Gop which 
might diſtinguiſh them from other Chriſtians. 
We find allo that Philip ſoon after he was 
made a Deacon, went and Preached the Goſpel 
to thoſe of Samaria, and baptized many: Thus 
far he had an Office in common with the Apo- 
ſtles, and yet the Office as well as the Name 
of an Apoſtle, and an Evangeliſt or a Preacher 
of the Goſpel, are plainly AAinguiſhed : For | 
tho' Philip the Deacon and Evangeliſt, had con- ll; 
verted and baptized many, yet of thoſe many | 
none had received the Holy Ghoſt till Peter 
and John, two of the Apoſtles, came down to 
Samaria, and conferred that Gift upon them. ö 
When St. Paul tells us in the Words of the 1 
Text, That GoD had given to his Church \| 
ſome, Apoſtles ; and ſome, Prophets; ſome, E- | 
angeliſts; ſome, Paſtors and Teachers. And | 
when he ſays, That he had ſet ſome in the 1 Cg. | 
Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, thirdly l 
Teachers; could he be poſſibly ſuppoſed to 9 
mean, that the Office of an Apoſtle, was exact- 
ly the ſame with that of a Prophet, or that of a 
B Prophet, 


— 
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10 Te Diſtinction f 
Prophet, with that of an Evangeliſt or Teacher. 
We muſt have loſt all Reverence for our Apoſtle, 
before we can believe him ſo little skilled in the 
Propriety of Speaking, as to have given theſe 
Perſons different Titles, if a Prophet had been 
in all reſpects an Apoſtle, and an Evangelift the 
ſame with a Prophet. Robert Berclay the great 
Oracle of this Sed, ſeems willing to allow 
ſome Difference between the Perſons diſtin- 
guiſhed by theſe Titles, but will not allow 
that Difference to conſtitute any different 
Office, Order, or Rank of Men; but only to 
denote different Operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
which might be different in different Men. 
But then 1 would defire to know, Why diffe- 
rent Operations of that Spirit in different Men 
ſhould not diſtinguiſh thoſe Men into different 
Sorts or Ranks, according to the Difference of 
their Gifts; For if one Perſon has the Gift of 
Tongues, and not that of Propheſy, another 
that of Propheſy, and not that of 1 ongues ; 
ſuch different Gifts ſure will make theſe two 
Perſons to have different Offices and Employ- 
ments in the Church of Goo, and to have 
a different Rank and Order in the Church, ac- 
cording to the different Dignity of thoſe Em- 
ploys. If theſe miraculous Offices are long 
fince ceaſed, which were only intended for the 
Infant State of the Church, it does not fol- 
low, that all Church-Offices, or all the Ope- 

- 2 rations 


1 


rations of the Spirit, are ceaſed with them; 
and therefore there may be a Difference in 
them, Some may have the Gift of Governing, 
others of Teaching and Directing the Faithful; 
and theſe two Gifts will make a Difference of 
Offices between the Perſons that have them. 

AL that Berclay has to fay againſt theſe 
different Gifts conſtituting different Offices or 
different Orders in the Church, is, That thoſe 
different Gifts may all centre in the ſame Per- 
ſon : But who ever doubted whether one Per- 
ſon might not have different Employments, and 
that they would continue to be ſuch, notwith- 
ſtanding their being poſſeſſed by one Man. No 
one ever doubted that the Apoſtles had all the 
Gifts of the Spirit, they had the Gift of Pro- 
phecy and of Preaching the Goſpel, as well as 
the Apoſtolate. They had the Gift of Ton- 
- gues, and of Interpretation of Tongues, and 
yet theſe appear to be plainly different 
Gifts, and to conſtitute different Offices, by 
ſome Perſons having one Gift and not another ; 
2 Man might have the Gift of Prophecy with- 


out being an Apoſtle, he might have the Gift 


of Preaching the Goſpel to Edification, andbe 
employed in ſuch a Work without being qua- 
lified for an Apoſtle, or intitled to any ſuch 
Office among Chriſtians ; as I have alread 

ſhewn in the Inſtance of Philip the Evangeliſt, 


who could preach the 82 to the Samaritans, 
2 


and 


CLEROT and LAITIL. 11 


— 


— 


2 a 


The Diſtinction of 


and baptize his Converts, but could not con- 
fer the Holy Ghoſt ; the giving that being no 
Part of his Function as he was an Evangeliſt. If 
a Man ſhould by the Strength of his natural 
Parts aſſiſted by Induſtry, acquire ſeveral Arts, 
and be at ſeveral times employed in them all, 
the Employments ſure would remain as diffe- 
rent as eyer they were. And therefore wh 
may not the Gift of Governing, and the Giit of 
loſtructing, conſtitute two different Offices or 
Orders of Men, altho' an Apoſtle or a Biſhop be 
qualified to exerciſe both, | 

Bur the true Reaſon I preſume of this SeA's 
denying theſe to be different Offices, 1s, be- 
caute they think Perſons may be nominated to 
Offices by Men, but they will have the imme- 
diate Call of the Holy Ghoſt neceſſary for the 
Exerciſe of any Function in the Church, with- 
out the Interpoſition or Deſignation of Man : 
And yet I cannot find that ever Perſons were 
allowed of, as authorized Miniſters of the Go- 
pel, even in the Times of the Apoſtles, before 
ſuch Perſons had been tried and examined, and 
their Gifts approved by the Apoſtles, to whom 
Cn RIS r had committed the Care of all the 
Faithful ; or by ſuch as they truſted in ma- 
king this Examination of their Pretences to 
the Spirit; and then the laying on the 
Hands of the Apoſtles or the * 'y was pra- 
Aled, before they were received as duly au- 
SA © thorized 
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thorized Miniſters of the Goſpel And this 1 
will ſhew under the Second Head, which is, 


II. Taxa thoſe who had any Goſpel Office, 
were appointed to it by Man, as well as by 
the Spirit, altho* their Miſſion is alſcribed to 
CaRrisT, when 'tis ſaid, He gave ſome Apo- 

ſtles, ſome Prophets, &c. Or, that an external 
Vocation was always required before any Per- 
ſons were admitted to exerciſe their internal 
Gifts as ſtanding Miniſters of the Goſpel, 

AND it would be ftrange if it were other- 
wiſe, after St. Paul has laid it down as a Rule 
without any Exception, That we muſt try the 

Spirits; for if Mens Spirits, or their Pretenſions 
to the Spirit, muſt be tried before they are al- 
lowed of, then certainly no Perſons ought to 

be received as Goſpel Miniſters, till thoſe 
whoſe Buſineſs it 1s to try ſuch Spirits, have 
found their Claim to the Spirit, to be a juſt 
one, and have by ſome publick Act, ſuch as 
that of laying on their Hands, declared their 

Approbation of their Pretenfions, and appoint- 

ed them to exerciſe that Function in the 

Church of Go p, which the Holy Ghoſt had al- 

ready called them to; ſo long, I ſay, as 'tis 
neceſſary to make a Diſtinction between juſt 
and falſe Pretences to the Spirit, ſo long it will 
be neceſſary that there ſhould be an External 
Vocation by Men, as well as an W 
rom 
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from the Spirit of Gop. As for any extraordi- 
nary Caſes which may happen in a corrupted 
State of the Church, or in any other Cale of 
Neceſſity, they can no more affect my Argu- 
ment, than a particular Exception to any Rule 
can affect or weaken that Rule. I ſhall there- 
fore proceed to ſnew the Practice of the Church 
in the Times of the Apoſtles with regard to 
this external V ocation. | 
LN this Argument I have no Concern with 
ſuch Perſons as were only moved by the Spirit 
to ſpeak upon ſome ſpecial Occaſions, but were 
at all other times no ways diſtinguiſhable from 
common Brethren ; for Gos did ſometimes 
in the Beginning of the Chriſtian Religion, uſe 
Perſons of mean Qualifications on particular Oc- 
caſions, to ſhew the greatneſs of his Power, 
and to convince the World that the Goſpel was 
from Heaven: But the Perſons whom I ſup- 
poſe to have an externa! as well as an internal 
Call, were ſuch as had ſome certain Goſpel Mi- 
niſtry in which they laboured during their 
Lives. Tis of ſuch 1 would be underſtood, 
when I affirm, that Goſpel Miniſters had an ez- 
ternal as well as internal Vocation. 
I x we had as full an Account of the A#s of 
the other Apoſtles in our Canonical] Scriptures, as 
we have of 'St, Paul's, I doubt not we ſhould 
find Inſtances enough of this Practice; but 
thoſe we have, lam perſuaded will be ſuffici- 


ent 
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ent to convince any Lover of Truth, that it 
was the Practice of the Church in the Apoſtles 
Times to admit Perſons into the Miniſtry by 
an external Authority. The firſt Inſtance 1 
ſhall give, is in Acts x1v. 23. After St. Luke has 
given us an Account of Paul and Barnabas's 
Preaching the Goſpel in ſeveral Cities of Afia 
Minor,' he tells us, That before they left the 
Country, they conſtituted Perſons in every 
Church, to take Care of the Chriſtians when 
they were gone; for he ſays, They ordained 
them Elders in every Church; and to remove any 
_ Suſpicion of ' theſe Elders being Lay-Perſons, 
or the Office they were ordained to, not a pro- 
per Eccleſiaſtical Office, we need only to book 
into Acts xx. 17. where we have St. Paul ſum- 
moning the Elders of a Ci the ſame Aſſia 


Minor to come to him at Miletus; and what 


Character theſe Elders bore, is told us in the 


28th Verſe in theſe Words: Take heed unto your- 


ſelves, and to all the Flock over which the Holy 
Ghoſt has made you Overſeers, to feed the Church of 
GOD. No one can doubt whether theſe laft 
Perſons had an Eccleſiaſtical Office, and as lit- 


tle doubt whether the Elders ordained by Paul 


and Barnahas in another Part of the fame Aſi 
Minor had not ſuch an Office too : Eſpecially 
as the ſame St. Paul, when giving Titus a De- 
ſcription of what Sort of Perſons he ſhould 
ordain Elders in every City, does plainly pore 

the. 
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the ſame Qualifications as were then uſually 


required in ſuch as were appointed to the 
ſacred Miniſtry, For we find by the gth Verſe 


of the iſt Chapter of his Epiſtle to 7 tus, that 


the Perſons to be ordained Elders were to be 


able by ſound Doctrine both to exhort and to con- 
vince Gainſayers. That theſe are the chief Qua- 


lifications of a Preacher of the Goſpel, we are 


told in the 2d Chapter of the ſame Epiſtle, in 


which Chapter St. Paul gives Titus the main 
Articles of Chriſtian Belief and Practice, and 
then bids him in the 5th Verſe, to exhort thoſe 
under his Care, to hold a right Belief, and a 
Practice ſuitable to ſuch a Belief, and to re- 
buke ſuch as ſhould misbehave themſelves in 


either Reſpects. 


Bur it may be ſaid, That external Vocations 
are not diſallowed when approved by GOD, 
with whoſe Mind Paul and the other Apoſtles 


were well acquainted, but that they. ought not 
to be extended to Nations or Men who pretend 


not to Infallibility, and therefore may appoint 


_ Perſons for the Miniſtry when the Spirit ot Gop 


does no ſuch thing. I anſwer, That tis ſuffici- 
ent for my Purpoſe, if during the time the Spi- 


rit ated miraculouſly, that ſuch Defignations 
of Men by Men to holy Offices, were allowed 


of by the Holy Ghoſt ; becauſe ſuch an Allow- - 
ance was an Approbation of this Practice in their 
Times ; and the Holy Spirit has never told the 

; E > La 
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that this external Vocation was to die with the 
Apoſtles. And therefore tho' She is ſenſible 
ſhe may miſtake in the Perſons whom ſhe calls 
to the Miniſtry, yet ſhe dares not leave off an 
Apoſtolical Practice, when the Spirit of Gop 
has provided no other Method for ſupply ing 
the Church with Miniſters in the Room of it. 
And yet I think it may be proved, 


III. Tmar an Appointment by Man to Goſpel 
Offices, or an external Vocation, is become more 
neceſſary now than it was in the Times of the 
Apoſtles when the miraculous Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt were beſtowed upon Chriſtians. For 
while Miracles accompanied the Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt there could be no great Difficulty in 
diſtinguiſhing between a real and a falſe Pre- 


tence to any Gifts of the Spirit, becauſe a Mi- 


racle would ſupport the Pretenſions of one of 
the Perſons, and the want of ſuch a Miracle 
muſt convict the other of being a Cheat, 
unleſs we could imagine the Tryers to be 
ſo weak as not able to diſtinguiſh between a 
real Miracle and no Miracle. Whereas ſince 
Miracles have ceaſed to diſtinguiſh ſuch as 
had proper Gifts for the Miniſtry, from ſuch as 
had not, it will require great Skill and Abili- 
ties to judge of Mens Fitneſs for the Miniſtry, 
or whether they are moved by the Holy Ghoft 
to take the Miniſterial Office upon them; there 
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being now no certain Criteria by which to di- 


ſtinguiſh true from falſe Pretences to the inward 
Operations of the Spirit ; and therefore the 


Reaſon is ſtronger than it could be in the Times 


of the Apoſtles, for forbidding any one, whatever 


Pretences he may have to the Spirit, the exer- 


ciſe of his Gifts, till he is appointed by Man, 
as well as by the Spirit. 
Robert Berclay when preſſed to ſhew ſome 


Evidence of his Friends having the immediate 


Call of the Spirit, fince they d1d not pretend to 
Miracles; has nothing to ſay, but, That the 
Goſpel was confirmed by Miracles, and they 
preached no new Goſpel. But this, were it ne- 
ver ſo true, would not juſtify their intruding 
themſelves into the Miniſtry ; for ſuch it mult 
be by their own Confeſhon, unleſs they have 
an immediate Call. But Profeſſing and Preach- 
ing agreably to the Goſpel, will never prove 
ſuch a Call; becauſe an Atheiſt may underſtand 
Scripture, and preach it too as well as any of 
them; and being ſincere in a Belief that one 
is moved by the Holy Ghost, will not prove a 
Man really is, unleſs there never was ſuch a 
thing in the World as a mad Man or an En- 
thuſiaſt: And therefore, ſince by his own Con- 
feſſion there are not now any certain Rules 
whereby to know when a Perſon takes upon 
him to preach the Word of Gop from an Im- 


pulſe of the Holy Spirit, or when 'tis only from 


Pride 
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Pride and Vain-glory, or from ſome Selfiſh 
Motives, it will be now more reaſonable that 
_ thoſe who have the beſt Abilities, which the 
Governors of the Church may reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to have, ſhould have the Trial of 
Mens Spirits before they are received for Go- 
ſpel Miniſters, than it was in the Apoſtles Times, 
when Mens Spirits were much more eafily di- 
ſtinguiſhed, by their being able, or not able, 
in Juſtification of their Pretenſions to the Gifts 
of the Spirit to work Miracles : And yet we 
have already ſeen, that even in thoſe Times Per- 
ſons were not uſually admitted to any of the 
ordinary and ſtanding Offices of the Church, 
without the Appointment of ſuch as had at that 
Time the chief Government and Direction of 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. 0 
Bor then Berclay pretends to find fault with 
our Method of requiring human Learning as 
one Qualification for the Miniſtry, or an 
kind of proof of the Internal Call of the Spi- 
rit, For the Apoſtles, whom our Saviour em- 
ployed in Preaching the Goſpel were not Men 
of Letters; were mere Mechanicks, and had 
never run through a Courſe of Philoſophy, in 
any of the Academies then moſt eſteemed. 
I x anſwer to this 1 will ſhew fourthly, that 
although Men of no Learning were the firſt 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, that yet human 
Learning is now juſtly made a Part of the 
Te C 2 | Rule, 
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Rule, by which the Church governs itſelf in 
judging of the Fitneſs of ſuch Perſons as de- 
fire to be taken into the Miniſtry : a part of the 


Rule, I ſay, becauſe tis plain our Church ex- 


pects of ſuch as are Candidates for the Mini- 
ſtry that they ſhould not only have Learning 
and good Morals for Qualifications, but alſo a 
perſwaſion, that they are deſigned by the Holy 
Ghoſt tor that Work. But as the Church has now 
no other way of judging, whether the Candi- 
dates Perſuaſion be well founded but by his hav- 
ing certain Qualifications neceſſary for a due diſ- 
charge of the Miniſtry, and Learning being in 
the opinion of the Church one of thoſe Neceſ- 
ſary Qualifications, it makes ſome degree of it 
a Part of its Rule, in Judging of the Fitnels of 
Perſons for the Miniſtry : and I believe there will 
be no great difficulty in ſhewing it has good rea- 
ton for acting in ſuch a manner, as will appear 
by comparing the Caſe of the Apoſtles and firſt 
Goſpel Miniſters with that of our own. 

Taz Apoſtles had all their want of Learning 
ſupplied by the Miraculous Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by which they had at once conveyed to 
them without any Labour or Study all the 
Learning requiſite tor the Diſcharge of their Mi- 
niſterial Function; they wanted not to ſtudy 
Languages, but had them infuſed into them all 
at once. This Gop thought proper at firſt to 
convince the World that the Religion they 

preached 
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preached was from Heaven: for every Man 
muſt ſee that 1f mere Mechanicks talked as 
good Senſe, as thoſe who had ſpent the greateſt 
part of their Lives in improving their Under- 
ſtandings ; if Perſons who had been known to 
have no other Tongue, but that in which they 
were brought up, ſhould all of a ſudden be- 
come Maſters of as many Languages, as others 
would be ſome Years in learning, that they 
could have their Knowledge communicated to 
them by none, but the Author of Nature. That 
none could communicate it all at once, but he 
that gave Man at firſt the Capacity for acquiring 
it in a much ſlower way by Study and Obſerva- 
tion: and then 'twas eaſy to inferr that the Re- 
ligion which ſuch Perſons preached; was fayour- 
ed of Gor. But as ſoon as the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion had gotten Credit and a pretty good foot- 
ing in the World, Gop left the Preachers of 
it, to acquire the Knowledge, neceſſary for 
preaching it, in the ſame way with all other 
Men : And therefore the Apoſtles might be Ex- 
cellent Preachers of the Goſpel although Me- 
chanicks and Illiterate, and yet no Reaſon for 
expecting that the Unlearned ſhould be ſuch in 
our days, or that acquired Learning; ſhould be 
now an uſeleſs Qualification in a Miniſter of the 
_ Goſpel, becauſe the Apoſtles were good Preach- 
ers without it. The only Reaſon Robert Berclay 
gives why the Learning of Languages 1s not ne- 
2 ceſlary 


Tbe Diſtindtinn 
ceſſary for a Preacher of the Goſpel is, becauſe 
Go can by his Grace ſupply the Want of Lan- 
guages. Whoever doubted 1t; and-when any of 
| his Friends ſhall produce ſome Inſtances of this 
kind, we will allow it was not neceſſary for 
ſuch to go to any School to learn Languages. 
But if Gop does not provide thoſe who are 
called by him co the Miniſtry with Knowledge 
from above, they muſt have it, in the ſame way 
with other Men, by Labour and Application. 
Bur ſuppoſing the Apoſtles had not been 
inſpired with Knowledge, acquired Learning 
would have been more neceflary for a Minifter 
of the Goſpel in our Times, than it was in 
theirs, becauſe the Scriptures were writ in a 
Language, not much different from the Lan- 
guage they had been taught from their In- 
fancy; and alſo becauſe the phraſe or man- 
ner of Speaking was much the ſame in both. 
The Apoſtles, unlearned as they were, might 
have been able with little trouble to have read 
the Old Teſtament in the Words of the Spirit, 
and to convince their Countrymen by thoſe 
Words, which muſt be much more effectual 
than any Words of Men: For the Paleſtine and 
Syrian Jews in the Apoſtles Time fpoke a Lan- 
guage that had a great Affinity with the Lan- 
guage in which the Old Teſtament was written; 
© Whereas every body knows that the Language 


of this Iſland lias no kind of relation to the Bib- 
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lick Hebrew, and the ' Helleniftick Language f 

the New Teſtament has as little relation to it. 
Bur the Phraſe of a Language is what gives 
as much Difficulty as any thing in learning 
ſome Languages; as when the Phraſe of the 
Language we would learn, is very different 
from that of any Language we ate acquainted 
with; and a Tranſlation trom ſuch a Language 
if it be as ours, a literal one, will not remove 
this Difficulty. Tis certain there always was. 
a vaſt Difference in the manner of ex yoo, , 
themſelves between the People of the Eaſt and 
thoſe of the Weſt; and therefore it would be 
much more difficult for one that was only 
verſed in the Languages of the Weſteyn World, 
to underſtand the manner of Expreſſion in any 
Eaſtern Language, than for an Orientaliſt to 
learn the Phraſe of any Oriental Language; 
which lays a. Miniſter of the Goſpel in this 
Weſtern Part of the World under a Diſadvan- 
tage which the. Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of 
the Goſpel had not to ſtruggle with; they liv- 
ing in the Ea, and therefore of courſe. ac- 
quainted with the manner of Speaking in the 
East. | | 


AND thus I hope to have juſtified our 
Church in not ſuffering any of its Members 
to take upon them the Miniſterial Function, 

till their Spirits have been tried by ſome - x 
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the Governors of it, and have received an 
External as well as an Internal Call; and that 
it does not amiſs in requiring ſome Degree of 
acquired Learning, as a previous Qualifica- 
tion for any Perſon's being received as a Mi- 
niſter in it. | TIRE; 

Is I had a Talent for it, I could not want 
Matter for Commendation while I was ſpeak- 
ing of the Excellent Conſtitution of our 
Church with Regard to a Goſpel Miniſtry; 
while I was ſpeaking too of the remarkable 
Care which our good Kine, the preſent Go- 
vernor and Defender under CHRIST, has 
taken of it, in ſupplying it with many Perſons 

of uncommon Merit: But ſenſible of my In- 
ability to ſpeak up to the Dignity of ſuch Sub- 
jects, I ſhall chuſe rather to put up my hearty 
Prayers to Go p, 1 


Tm aT He would continue to us ſuch 
invaluable Bleſſings; and that, To all 
thoſe who ſhall be Ordained to any holy Fun- 

. tion or Adminiſtration in the ſame, He 
would ſtill continue to give his Grace and 
heavenly Benediction, that both by their 
Life and Doctrine, they may ſet forth His 

..,, Glory, and ſet forward the Salvation- af all 
Men, thro' JE&Us CuRIsT our Lerd. 
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